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PRICHARD EATON THE great Fabre was endowed with infinite patience and great literary charm, but all save
the most casual of his readers must always be aware that his refusal to allow more than intuitive instinct to
insects was due less to scientific caution than to scientific preconceptions. Phil and Nellie Rau, of St. Louis, in
their book, Wasp Studies Afield, cannot be said to show less patience than the great Frenchman himself, though
their literary charm is less. But they are also less troubled by preconceptions, more attentive to the variations,
and they have profited by the modern trend of psychological investigation. The results of their field studies of
both solitary and social wasps, and of such experiments as can be conducted in the field, or the field
laboratory, dispel not a little of that mystery which was always Fabres final Solution. Their experiments with
Polistes Pallipes, for example (the social wasps which build their paper houses on our barns), tend quite
conclusively to show that this wasp develops a place memory by experience in flying about; and those who are
removed far from the nest without such experience cannot get home, while the experienced ones (especially the
queens, who live more than one year), can often find their way back from as much as two miles...
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