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illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . . . is fastened close to its body lengthwise; its feet are cut off, and used to
garnish its back; the jaws are tied together with ratan; and these vegetable bonds are so firm that the huge
creature is incapable of movement, and can offer no defence. As for the flesh, though rather leathery, it
appears to have a certain value, and is not so strongly impregnated with the odour of musk as some writers
pretend. On Annamite tables it figures as a favourite dish. From Saigon Dr. Morices next excursion was to
Gocong, which lies in the centre of a district famous for its rice-fields. Thence he made his way to Hatian (or
Cancao), of which he gives a lively description furnished to him by a French colonist: --Hatian-of-the-Roses is a
small gem of flowers and verdure; magnificent pagodas, wooded hills, the limestone mass of Bonnet-a-Poil;
everything which one finds nowhere else. But, says Dr. Morice, he forgot the fever. There can be no doubt that
Hatian is a lovely spot. It is situated on the borders of a lake which opens into the Gulf of Siam; a lake bordered
on the west by ranges of green hills, luxuriantly clothed with magnificent trees. To the east extends a vast plain,
in the centre of which rises the isolated mass of limestone known as the Bonnet-a-Poil. The fields are enamelled
with flowers and studded with flowering bushes; and winding paths lead through a succession of scenes...
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