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Theclassics.Us. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 148 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . . . PARTS OF SPEECH IN DETAIL. Nouns. Form. Inflections. 126. The inflections
of nouns in English are those of number and case. 127. As regards number, most languages distinguish between
singular and plural, some having a third number, the dual. English has only singular (tree), and plural (trees).
The singular expresses oneness, or else leaves the number indefinite, as in man is mortal, the lion is the king of
beasts. The dual expresses twoness; thus in such phrases as to use ones eyes and ears those languages which
have this number would put eyes and ears in the dual. The plural expresses more-than-oneness; in those
languages which have a dual it expresses more-than-twoness. Thus in Old English the plural we we implies at
least three persons, we two being expressed by the dual wit. We have a trace of the distinction between dual and
plural in the reciprocal noun-pronouns each other (dual) and one another (plural). 128. The most important
cases in language generally are the nominative, vocative, accusative, dative, genitive, instrumental, locative.
129. The nominative is the subject-case, its main function being to mark the subject of a sentence. Thus in the
earth is round, the earth is a round ball, earth would be expressed by a noun in the nominative by all languages
which have the nominative inflection, such as Latin; and if ball were inflected in such a language, it also would
be put VOL. I. E in the nominative to show...
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